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moted to master in the line of promotion. The Potomac was
fitting out in New York. The captain was an officer of high
character and a valiant Virginian, Levin M. Powell. The needs
occasioned by a large increase of ships, officers and men were
met by purchasing everything in the open market that could turn
a wheel or hoist a sail. The need of officers and men was sup-
plied from the large number of those in the merchant service
that were, thrown out of employment.

As the white wings of our commerce in those days were
seen on every sea, the nation availed itself of this resource from
which to draw many skilled officers and men to its service; and
it can be said that scores of these good sailors rendered incal-
culable service to the Navy in its great work for the country
during four long, weary years of blockading the coasts and
reducing the fortified places on them, from Cape Hatteras to
the Eio Grande. The history of this meritorious service, with
its experiences, its hardships, its privations and its unceasing
perils, will live forever in the song and verse of a grateful
people.

A number of these gentlemen were appointed to the Potomac.
They were good and experienced sailors and ready in learning
the drills, discipline and routine of the Navy. They served
with merit and distincton until the war ended, when they re-
turned to their former calling in the merchant service.

The Potomac, with an excellent crew of officers and men,
sailed in August, 1861, bound for the Western Gulf blockad-
ing squadron, then commanded by Commodore McKean. Soon
after her arrival Flag Officer D. G. Parragut was assigned to
this important command. It was surprising in those days to
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